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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 1829 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PINT CH 

SUBJ: ESTABLISHMENT OF FORMAL EXCHANGES WITH JAPANESE CONGEN 

1 . BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT, CONGEN HAS SET UP WITH JAPANESE 
CONGEN A FORMAL EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS ON CHINA. FIRST EX- 
CHANGE OVER LUNCHEON AT CONSUL GENERAL'S RESIDENCE ON 
FEBRUARY 10 PROVIDED USEFUL SOUNDING BOARD FOR FUTURE EX- 
CHANGES AND A GENERAL FRAMEWORK FOR CONSULTATIONS. PARTI- 
CIPANTS INCLUDED CONSUL GENERAL, DEPUTY PRINCIPAL OFFICER, 

AND TWO CONGEN OFFICERS WITH SIMILAR REPRESENTATION FROM 
THE JAPANESE. FORMAT WILL REMAIN THE SAME WITH EXCHANGES 
TAKING PLACE ON A MONTHLY BASIS. HOSTS WILL ALTERNATE AND 
WORKING-LEVEL PERSONNEL WILL BE CHANGED ACCORDING TO THE 
GENERAL DISCUSSION TOPIC. 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF THESE FORMAL EXCHANGES TO SUPPLEMENT 
REGULAR, INFORMAL CONTACT WAS AT JAPANESE INITIATIVE. 

WHILE WE DOUBT THEREWILL BE ANY EARTHSHAKING REVELATIONS 
COMING OUT OF THEM, THEY SHOULD BE USEFUL IN ENHANCING 
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COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO CONGENS. 
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